Successful treatment of Candida-infected caval thrombosis in critically ill infants by low-dose streptokinase infusion.
Chronic central venous catheters are an important component in the management of chronically ill infants and children. Sepsis and thrombosis are common complications of these catheters. When the combination of Candida sepsis and caval thrombosis occurs, the prognosis is very poor. Lysis of the thrombus is critical to effective therapy and allows preservation of vascular access. We report the successful treatment of four critically ill infants with Candida-infected caval thrombosis treated with low-dose infusion of streptokinase combined with standard antimicrobial therapy. All four infants survived, and in all cases thrombolysis was complete and Candida sepsis resolved. Each of the infants required continued central venous access, which was made possible by resolution of the caval thrombosis. There were no hemorrhagic or other complications of the therapy.